44                       CHRONOLOGY  OF  FAILURE
The French Premier here recalls the black days of the last
war which were lived through successfully. He points out
that two of the heroes of those days again are serving their
country, P&ain and Weygand He makes a plea that the
whole population rise to the heights of their capabilities in
the service of France. He warns that "no weakness will be
tolerated/' that "death is inadequate punishment for any error
against the vital interests of the country/' and that "while our
soldiers are dying there will be no more dilatory procedure
against traitors, defeatists and cowards."
Supplementing the Reynaud speech, authoritative quarters
in Paris report that General Corap was absent from the head-
quarters of the Ninth Army on the night the Nazi attack be-
gan. Today Berlin tells of the recent capture, apparently on
May 19, of the new commander of that Army, General Henri
Giraud. The first story is that he was taken prisoner as he
arrived at his new headquarters in a chateau in the Gambrai
sector; it seems afterwards that he was captured in a tank
while on a visit to encourage brigade officers in the front lines.
The War Ministry in Paris admits tonight that it has been
"out of communication" with General Giraud for 48 hours.
Last night's alarm in official circles in the capital is renewed.
Reports are again heard that the Government is preparing to
move.
General Weygand has made a visit today by plane across
the enemy lines to the French headquarters north of the
Somme. He does not visit British headquarters or see General
Gort. But General Bjllotte later transmits Weygand's plan